Lympstone Pre-school

Curriculum Policy

Lympstone Preschool is registered by the Office for Standards in Education (Ofsted) which inspects all care and education provision. Copies of inspection reports are held in the setting and are also available on request for parents and carers online at www.ofsted.gov.uk.
The Preschool is a member of the Preschool Learning Alliance and supports the ethos that children learn best through play. We aim to provide a broad range of challenging and stimulating play activities, both indoors and outdoors, that promote children's overall development. 

The Curriculum aims
Lympstone Preschool aims to provide a safe and caring environment where young children under five years old will learn and grow.  The EYFS provides the statutory framework for young children’s learning and development from birth. Our aim is to support and develop each child to become secure, confident, imaginative and creative.  We embrace the new single quality framework Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) standards as the basis of our approach to early learning and development.  The EYFS principles are based on four themes, which are:

· A Unique Child - Every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable, confident and self assured. 

· Positive Relationships - Children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure relationships with parents first and later a ‘key person’ at preschool.
· Ms f the nursery

· Enabling Environments - The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s development and learning.

· Learning and Development - Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates, and all areas of learning and development are of equal importance and are interconnected. 
Our starting point for implementing the EYFS is recognising that every child is unique and different, with his/her own developing view of the world, interests and abilities. We respect the many different forms of family life that children may experience as well as

social and cultural backgrounds.  
Our curriculum is planned to take account of every child's abilities, interests and special education requirements in ways that meet their individual development and learning needs.  For record keeping and planning purposes the learning and development of children is divided into areas as outlined in the EYFS:

Prime Areas of learning and development
· Personal, social and emotional development

· Physical development.
· Communication and language
Specific Areas of Learning and Development
· Literacy 

· Mathematics
· Understanding of the world
· Expressive Arts and Design

 Implementing the Preschool Curriculum
Long term plans are based on a two year rolling program to ensure that for the duration of attendance at preschool, a child will access all aspects of learning and development with each area.

Medium term plans are shared with the parents in the form of a newsletter.  The newsletter outlines topic based activities which offer a combination of adult guided and opportunities for child initiated explorative play.
The short term plans are formed on weekly bases and encompass the activities as detailed in the newsletter.  In addition, it is at this stage that activities are included into the planning which is directly concerned with the learning and development of the individual child.  Particular strengths, weaknesses and interests observed inform planning in order to create an engaging and stimulating environment in which children can learn.   
The weekly plan is divided into sessions.  Activities are rotated to ensure children have access to different experiences and learning opportunities.  Care is taken to plan differentiated activities which allow for a range of ages and abilities and sessions are designed to be flexible to allow for child initiated activities, current interest and ideas to be developed.  
Outline of Daily Routine
Our Pre-school meets at the following times:






AM Session times
Lunch club
   
PM Session times

Monday


Toddlers Group
11:30am-12:30pm
12.30-3.00pm

Tuesday

9:00-11:30am

11:30am-12:30pm   
12:30-3:00pm

Wednesday

9:00-11:30am

11:30am-12:30pm   
12:30-3:00pm

Thursday

9:00-11:30am

11:30am-12:30pm   
12:30-3:00pm

Friday


9:00-11:30am

11:30am-12:30pm   


Plan of morning session 

 9:00 –   9:10

Come in, coats off, children find their named peg 

 9:15 –   9:30

Register and group talk time with the children

 9:30 – 10:00

play in school playground/access to outside play area

10:00 – 10:15   

Toilet & wash hands ready for snack time

10:15 – 11:15

Drink & snack time, activity of the day/free play,



11:15 – 11:30

Group time, Story/Nursery rhymes/singing etc

11:30
End of morning session.  Some children stay, some will be leaving and some will be arriving

Plan of lunch time


11:30 – 12:30      
Lunch club, to include hand washing, sitting down to eat packed lunch. Extension of morning activity or fresh activity. Outdoor play if weather permits.



Plan of afternoon session

12.30
Some children will be leaving after lunch club and some will be arriving 

12:40


Register and group activity, rest time if needed

 1:00 – 2:00

Activity of the day/free play

 2:00 – 2:30

Tidy up time, toilet & wash hands ready - snack time

 2:30 – 2:55

Following snack, group story time

 3.00 


Home time for everyone

During free play time children will have access to both indoor and outdoor learning environments. 

During free play time children will have access to both indoor and outdoor learning environments and will need to bring appropriate clothing and footwear to preschool.  

We ask that parents provide children with a drink container filled with water so that children can access drinks at all times of the day.  Children will be encouraged to eat and drink regularly at preschool.
The “Key person” system
Upon joining the Preschool a member of staff will be responsible for a child's individual needs, and is known as the ‘key person’. The key person will build a special relationship with parents/carers and the child to ensure that a child's experience of our Preschool is a happy and successful one. Although the key person will be the main point of contact, all preschool staff will be happy to feedback on a child's developmental progress on a daily basis or discuss any concerns. 
The key person will also monitor and keep confidential records of your child's progress and achievements. We regularly observe children to assess stages of development and progress. This information provides the basis for planning for individual children as well as for the group as a whole.  These records can always be made available for parents/carers to see and contribute towards.
Parent/carer contribution to curriculum

We aim to work in partnership with parents to develop the best programme of learning and support to benefit children's overall development.  
We acknowledge that Parents/carers are important members of our preschool with valuable knowledge and information to share concerning a child's interests, likes, dislikes and special requirements.
We encourage parents/carers to be active members of the group.  We recognise that the skills and knowledge that parents and carers possess can enhance a curriculum and support a child’s learning.  Through this shared approach to learning the preschool aims to work towards the provision of an individualised learning opportunity. 
Sharing Books
The preschool aims to encourage an appreciation of books and develop early literacy skills by encouraging children to borrow books.  Books can be exchanged as regularly as the child needs to or wants to.  Staff monitor the borrowing system, guide children towards developmentally appropriate books and share the contents.  
The Hidden Curriculum

It is our intention to create an environment and provide experiences that encourage children to develop autonomy and a disposition to learn.  Therefore, a child’s efforts will be acknowledged with praise and encouragement, as well as a child’s successes.

We realise that the attitude and disposition of the staff is crucial in ensuring that the Preschool creates an ethos of inclusion and an environment which is conducive to learning.   Training is encouraged to raise awareness of the issues of inclusion and preconceived views/prejudices that a member of staff may appear to hold will be challenged.  
The Preschool aims to provide positive images which promote opportunities which challenge children’s thinking and help them to embrace differences in gender, ethnicity, language, religion, culture, special educational needs and disabilities.  
Where the Preschool is aware of particular religious beliefs and cultural backgrounds, opportunities for play and learning will be incorporated into the curriculum.
This policy was adopted at a meeting of the pre-school held on
..................................(date)

Signed on behalf of the pre-school
.....................................................
