Lympstone Pre-school

Policy and Procedure – Linking with Other Settings 
The overarching aim of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is to help young children achieve the five Every Child Matters outcomes of staying safe, being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution, and achieving economic well-being.  The preschool recognizes that “children learn and develop well in enabling environments in which their experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers.” (EYFS 2012) We thereby aim to link and liaise with other settings and providers of childcare where there is a shared interest in a child’s development and learning.
At Lympstone Preschool we understand that the needs of the family and/or a child may mean that additional services are accessed, (eg a childminder.)  We aim to maintain a regular two-way flow of information with parents and between providers so that a greater understanding of a child’s stages of learning, developmental needs and interests can be attained.  In this way we can work towards creating an enabling environment for the child, where planning supports development and learning through the provision of activities which are stimulating and appropriate to a child’s needs and interests.
When children attend several settings we aim to regularly share the children’s development and learning records and any other relevant information.  This will be achieved by:

· Establishing with parents prior to children’s start date as to whether or not an additional provider will be involved in the care and education of the child.  
· Having established that an alternative provider is involved, we will consult with parents to gain full consent enabling the Preschool to initiate contact with this provider.
· A letter of introduction will be sent to the additional service provider in order to establish contact and begin the process of liaising.
· We aim to provide a settings link book which will travel between the settings, via the parents.  In this way, information can be regularly shared between all parties and parents are fully aware of the information that is being passed between settings. 

· At Preschool the child’s allocated Key Person will endeavor to ensure that information is regularly noted and where applicable incorporated into the child’s play plan to enhance learning and development opportunities.  

· We acknowledge that it is often the case that children are able to show more readily what they are truly capable of within the environment that they are most comfortable with and that no-one knows their child better than their parents.  Therefore, contributions to the note book from home will be greatly valued.
· We anticipate that information shared may include details of planning, themes and activities.  Information specifically concerning a child may include Individual Play Plans, notes on significant achievements, current interests, likes and dislikes. 
· We aim to consult parents first where information about a child may be considered sensitive in nature prior to sharing it with another setting.  Where concerns of a more serious nature emerge, such as concerns about a child's welfare, the child protection policy would be invoked and referred to.  In these circumstances, in order to keep a child safe, it may be necessary to share information with relevant professionals without prior parental consent.
· We aim to review and adjust this system as necessary to accommodate the needs of the family.
We understand that information about a child can prove to be particularly useful during times of transition, perhaps when the use of provisions overlaps.  Shared knowledge and understanding of a child will help to ensure a smooth transition is achievable, both coming into and moving on from Preschool.  
Information shared between settings and Preschool will enable all parties concerned with the child’s care and education to work together to follow up themes and ensure planning fully supports a child’s development and learning.  
We acknowledge that this system relies on the co-operation and involvement of parents.  It is therefore important that the preschool embraces opportunities to discuss with parents the benefits a child can gain by sharing information.
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