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Sustainability policy 
In this fast-paced world, the concept of sustainability has emerged as a paramount concern for the well-being of our planet and future generations. Sustainable practices aim to strike a harmonious balance between ecological integrity, social justice, and economic prosperity, ensuring a world where both present and future generations can thrive.
Early childhood education lays the foundation for lifelong learning, and it is crucial to instil sustainable values in children from an early age. By introducing sustainability concepts.
Lympstone Preschool aim is to not only nurture young minds but a healthier planet. We are committed to reducing our carbon footprint through eco-friendly practices while creating a fun, engaging and age-appropriate environment where children can begin to understand the importance of caring for the Earth. Through hands-on activities, nature-based play, and creative learning experiences, we empower our little learners to explore climate change in a way the sparks curiosity, builds compassion and inspires action – helping them grow into thoughtful stewards of the world around them.

Following our educational approach we will incorporate sustainability practices by:
· Help children to explore nature through art and play.
· Create opportunities for outdoor learning in all weather conditions with appropriate clothing.
· Support children to experience the natural environment through natural materials like wood, stone, sand and recycled materials in everyday play.
· Teach respect for living things and habitats.
· Grow and nurture plants in the preschool garden, teach all about the food cycle by growing, harvesting and eating our own vegetables and fruits.
· Go on nature walks and learn about wildlife and nature the children see in the local area.
· Encourage children and parents to regularly walk or cycle to preschool. 
· Have children accessible recycling areas and encourage children to share a recycling ethos at home.  
· Role model sustainable behaviours for children
 
Lympstone Preschool will embed sustainability into all aspects of the operations including:
· Use mainly recycled materials for art and creative activities and encourage parents to bring in their recycling materials for the same use.
· Purchase craft supplies from The Scrap store, Exeter (where possible) and shop second-hand for homely items to incorporate into our setting.
· Commit to bulk ordering supplies to ensure less deliveries.
· Turn off equipment when not in use.
· Use energy saving wash cycles on the washing machine and dishwasher. Only put cycles on with a full load.
· Hanging washing out to dry and/or using clothes horses rather than the tumble dryer where possible.
· Operate a comprehensive recycling system with clearly labelled bins.
· Incorporate water-wise strategies such as ensuring taps are turned off and leaks fixed.
· Use water rainwater butts for outdoor water play and to water plants.
· Recycling water from the water play to water plants outside.
· Use fruit and vegetables grown at Preschool in our snack times.

We commit to continually improving our practices to address challenges faced by climate change and its global impact by assessing our preschools environmental impact on a regular basis, implementing procedures to counteract identified impacts. We will set annual environmental targets and monitoring progresses with a designated sustainability lead.
All staff at Lympstone preschool will commit to:
· Implement sustainable practices in daily operations
· Incorporate environmental education into activities 
· Role model sustainable behaviours to children 
· Participate in environmental training 
· Share ideas in improvements to environmental practices 
This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure it reflects current best practices. Working together with all our parents we will help our environment to be more sustainable and make it a better place for our future generations to grow up in.
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